Official Pageant Rules and Regulations of the 

Miss Rodeo Tennessee Pageant (MRT)

Contestant Eligibility Information:
1.) Each contestant must have obtained the age of 19 and shall not have obtained the age of 26 years by December 31, 2010, the same to be evidenced by her birth certificate presented before competition. 

2.) Each contestant must have obtained a high school diploma or equivalent of high school education.

3.) Each contestant must not be or ever have been married.

4.) Each contestant must not have children nor have been pregnant.

5.) Each contestant must be a legal Tennessee resident or a student in the State of Tennessee.  See specific residency requirements noted later in this document.

6.) Each contestant cannot have competed in the Miss Rodeo America Pageant.

A.) Each contestant must agree to abide by the pageant rules at all times during the competition with the possibility of disqualification for infractions.

B.) Each contestant must furnish a copy of her valid Tennessee driver’s license and/or Tennessee student identification along with her entry form application to the Miss Rodeo Tennessee Pageant.

C.) The winner of the MRT pageant shall remain unmarried during her year of reign.  If she should marry, the title will go to a runner up and the former titleholder will forfeit all prizes and/or monies won in the pageant.

D.) If a contestant becomes pregnant during her state reign, she shall forfeit her crown and all benefits derived from the pageant.  The title will go to a runner up.

E.) Contestants will be under the supervision of designated chaperones and/or pageant staff members selected by the MRT Pageant during all phases of the competition.  Each contestant is expected to conduct herself in a dignified manner throughout the competition.  Poor behavior by the contestant can result in disqualification.
F.) The MRT Pageant will provide contestant banners to be worn during the entire competition.  Banners and/or numbers must be worn at all official pageant functions—whether judged or non-judged, unless otherwise noted.  Contestants can be penalized for infractions of this rule.
G.) Regarding horsemanship competition:  Only one chaperone/assistant will be permitted to assist each contestant with her horse.  Assistants must be designated to the pageant officials.  No one under 18 will be allowed to serve as an assistant.  Undesirable behavior by a contestant’s assistant may result in dismissal of that assistant.  Contestant assistants must abide by the same rules as the contestant when acting in an official capacity during the pageant.
H.) Contestants must refrain from all uses of alcohol, tobacco, illegal drugs, lewd conduct, foul language or any inappropriate behavior during the pageant.  The winner of the pageant must refrain from the above-mentioned conduct throughout her official state reign.  Any infraction of this rule may result in immediate disqualification and dismissal from the pageant.
I.) Each contestant must sign a waiver of liability before competing in the pageant.  All contestants must agree to compete in every category, including horsemanship, at own risks.  Contestant’s assistant must also sign a waiver of liability.
J.) Contestants may be subject to a criminal background check.  Unsuitable results may result in ineligibility.

K.) Boyfriends are welcome to attend the pageant and serve as assistants; however, contestants should refrain from overt public displays of affection during the pageant.  Contestants are not allowed to room with boyfriends or any male person other than a family member during the pageant.  Discretion is the expected behavior for contestants and boyfriends.  A contestant may be disqualified for any of the above infractions.
L.) There is an entry fee of $195.00 required to enter the Miss Rodeo Tennessee Pageant and must be paid upon submission of entry to the pageant.
M.) Contestants will be asked to help offset the costs of printing the state pageant program book by selling advertising.  
N.) Contestants and their guests are expected to arrange for and pay for their own hotel rooms, meals and other travel expenses during the pageant.  Every effort will be made to acquire a special group rate at a local hotel.
O.) Contestants are responsible for transporting themselves to each event during the pageant on time.  Contestants can be penalized or disqualified for tardiness. 
P.) Contestants must provide their own wardrobe, unless otherwise noted.
Q.) Entry form applications are due into the MRT Pageant office on April 1, 2010 by 5:00 p.m.
R.) Residency Requirements for Miss Rodeo Tennessee:  Must be a legal resident of Tennessee (including an address in TN and a TN phone number) documented by a Tennessee driver’s license OR a student at an approved school (such as university or trade school and TN phone number) documented by a student identification card.  Residency or school status must be in place and documented at least six (6) months prior to the time of the pageant and must be maintained during the winner’s reign.  An attempt to circumvent this system may result in disqualification of a contestant or removal of a titleholder.
Miss Rodeo Tennessee Pageant:
A.) There will be an orientation session at the beginning of the pageant to answer any last minute questions, schedule changes or miscellaneous problems that may arise.

B.) The MRT Pageant will endeavor to provide transportation for contestants only to pageant events; however, the specifics of transportation will be addressed in the orientation.  Contestants should be prepared to transport themselves.
C.) The MRT Pageant will provide a complete and detailed agenda for the pageant so that every contestant may properly prepare her wardrobe and other details for competition.  Changes in the schedule will be announced as early as possible.
D.) Horsemanship Competition: Every contestant may be required to provide a horse.  Every contestant is responsible for providing feed, tack and healthcare for her horse.  One round of competition may be performed on your provided horse.  The MRT Pageant reserves the right to put all horses in a draw for the second round of competition, whereby each contestant rides a horse other than her own.  OR, an unfamiliar horse(s) may be provided by the pageant committee for each contestant to ride.  Every effort will be made to provide evenly skilled horses for each rider.
E.) The MRT Pageant will provide contestant numbers and banners that are to be worn during all phases of the MRT Pageant competition, unless otherwise noted.  These numbers and banners MUST be returned to the pageant director at the end of the pageant.
F.) The MRT Pageant or its sponsors may furnish contestant’s meals during the pageant.  Contestant’s family and guests must be prepared to cover their own meals and other expenses during the pageant.
G.) Winners of the Miss Rodeo Tennessee Pageant are guaranteed to win a trophy buckle, a trophy saddle, and the right to represent the state of Tennessee at the Miss Rodeo America Pageant, provided none of the above stated rules are broken nor any breach of contract occurs throughout the winner’s reign.  Contestants should be aware that all other prizes for the winner of the Miss Rodeo Tennessee Pageant are not guaranteed, due to MRT’s dependence upon the sponsor of the prize to deliver.  Also, there are no guarantees that the winner of the pageant will receive the same, more or less awards, than the winners in previous years.  Again, the prizes awarded depend on the number and stability of pageant sponsors from year to year.  Every effort is made to present every prize promoted or a suitable consolation prize in its place.
H.) The MRT Pageant will provide a minimum of three judges and a maximum of five judges, depending upon the number of pageant entries.  The same judges may judge every category, or there may be different judges for horsemanship than for personality and appearance, if field specialization is required. 
I.) The MRT Pageant will provide a copy of a contestant’s score sheet upon the formal request of the contestant by submission of a self-addressed stamped envelope.  Please allow up to six weeks for delivery.  No other score sheets will be copied. 
J.) The MRT Pageant will furnish an accountant to tabulate and double-check the score sheets.  Judges are asked to be on stand-by for the clarification of any illegible scores, missed scores or incorrect scoring (such as scoring higher than the category maximum).
K.) The MRT Pageant will provide the winner with a contract to be signed and abided by throughout her reign.  Any infringement on this contract could result in removal of the title and possible transfer of the title to a runner up.
L.) The MRT Pageant will endeavor to provide as much guidance and support as possible during the winner’s official reign to make her time as Miss Rodeo Tennessee as fruitful and enjoyable as possible.  The success of each winner’s reign is an essential element in the overall success of the Miss Rodeo Tennessee program.  The success of future Miss Rodeo Tennessee depends on the formidability and progress of each year’s program.
MRT Pageant Judging Guidelines

Judges Instructions:
A.) Miss Rodeo Tennessee will be judged in three major categories:  Horsemanship, Personality and Appearance.  Under these major categories are the subcategories of speech, impromptu speaking, personal interviews, photogenics, modeling, media interview, and rodeo/horse knowledge (written test).

B.) There will be a minimum of three judges and a maximum of five judges provided, depending upon the total number of pageant entries.  The same judges may judge all categories, or there may be different judges for horsemanship and personality and appearance.  Contestants will be notified at the time of the pageant.

C.) The total scores from the judges will determine the winner.

D.) Judges are selected by the MRT Pageant based on their proven experience in their respective field.  Every effort is made to obtain the judge with experience in horsemanship, rodeo knowledge, western dress, appearance, visual poise, public speaking and photogenic judging.  The decision of the judges is final.
E.) There are no ties allowed.  Judges may ask to see contestant(s) perform tasks repetitively in order to differentiate their scores.

F.) At no time during the competition will a judge be allowed to ask a contestant inappropriate questions based on or about sex, religion or ethnic heritage.
G.) Judges will have access to a contestant’s application/resume for review.  This is a good resource for formulating personal interview questions.
H.) Judges are encouraged to make critical notes on each contestant.  The idea is to offer advice on ways to improve their performance/skills for the future.  Each criticism should be issued constructively and diplomatically.  The notes reflect only the opinion of that judge.
I.) Overall, the judges will seek a young woman who can ride a horse very well; can present herself well in public settings; can speak fluently and knowledgeably about rodeo, horses and the western way of life; can be a good representative in the areas of femininity, health, beauty and western image; and can promote the sport of rodeo with a positive attitude and genuine zest for life.  The ideal Miss Rodeo Tennessee should have stamina, determination, grace, poise, excellent horsemanship, an outgoing personality, and a thorough knowledge of the sport of rodeo – its history and its future.
J.) Contestants should keep in mind that the judges award the crown, but the MRT Pageant Directors can take it away.  The winner works closely with the MRT Pageant Directors and Committee for a full year.  She is encouraged to make the most of that year.  Miss Rodeo Tennessee represents a line of previous queens, committee members, sponsors, the Franklin Rodeo, the Franklin Noon Rotary Club, family members, friends, colleagues, and future queens.  Serving as Miss Rodeo Tennessee is not only a personal and professional honor and privilege, but also a job and should be treated as such.
Judged Categories:
A.) Horsemanship:
Each contestant will ride a different horse in each of the two go-rounds of competition.  The go-rounds are: 

1.) Pattern/Flag Presentation – each contestant will be judged in her ability to show her horse while executing a designated pattern in the arena.  Upon the completion of this pattern, each contestant will perform a flag presentation.  Each contestant will be judged on her ability to present herself and her horse while posting a flag, as would be performed at t rodeo.  Flag boot will be provided.

2.) Freestyle Pattern – Each contestant will be given 1 ½ minutes to show the horse she has drawn to the best of her ability.  A specific starting point will be marked and time will begin as the contestant passes that point.  A queens’ presentation run, acknowledging the audience, should be included in the 1 ½ minute presentation.  The announcer will acknowledge when 1 minute has passed, giving the contestant plenty of time to complete her performance.  The entire 1 ½ minutes do not have to be employed.  Each contestant should focus on her ability to utilize the horse she has drawn, as well as, the horses’ ability to perform.

3.) **The pageant judges reserve the right to make alterations and/or additions to these instructions.**

B.) Public Speaking:
This category will include two sections; see MRT Pageant Category & Scoring Breakdown on page 11 for scoring detail:

1.) Public Speaking – Contestants will deliver a two (2) minute prepared speech on Tennessee or any aspect of Tennessee.  This event will take place during the Fashion Show Performance.  Specific details concerning the public speaking format will be provided to contestants upon receipt of their official entry application forms.  Judging is based on content, knowledge, poise, professionalism and delivery.

2.) Media Interview – The media interview may be, but is not limited to a prerecorded one-on-one interview with a media professional to be shown on screen following the public interview.  Judging is based on knowledge, poise, professionalism and delivery.

C.) Interviews:
Each contestant will meet privately with the panel of judges for a personal interview.  There will be two interviews:

1.) Current Event/Personality – This interview will test each contestant on her ability to discuss current events and personal opinion questions.  This session will not exceed 10 minutes

2.) Equine/Rodeo Knowledge – This interview will test each contestant on her ability to discuss equine related and rodeo related subjects.  This session will not exceed 10 minutes.

D.) Impromptu 

Questioning:
Each contestant will be asked two questions in a public setting that are drawn for, read aloud, answered and judged:

1.) Current Event/Personality – These questions will be related to current events and/or personal opinion.

2.) Rodeo Knowledge – These questions will be related to rodeo related subjects.

3.) The contestants are judged on their ability to think quickly and formulate intelligent responses to these questions.

E.) Modeling:
Each contestant may be required to participate in the choreographed presentation of the pageant in which contestants will model a casual western outfit and a formal Western Elegance dress or skirt set.  The contestants will be judged on the ability to present the apparel and themselves.  Specific pageant instructions will determine whether contestants model provided clothing or their own clothing.

F.) Photogenic:
The Official Pageant Photographer will provide a minimum of three photographs of each contestant during the pageant for the judges to score to determine the photogenic winner.

G.) Written Test:
There will be a multiple choice written test on any aspect of professional rodeo and/or general equine science facts.  Study guides include the WPRA and PRCA media guide, rulebook, trade publications and website; the Miss Rodeo America Pageant rulebook and website; any equine science textbook or your local veterinarian.

H.) Final Question:
Contestants will undergo a final round of impromptu questioning at the end of the Fashion Show Performance.  The questions could come in the form of direct short answer questions or in some stylized format, such as a mock media interview.

Please Note:
It is entirely possible for a contestant to win two of the three major categories and not win the overall competition.  Consistency is the key to winning this or any other competition.  The multi-dimensional contestant will most likely be the victor.

Pageant’s Major Divisions:
A.) APPEARANCE:  The purpose of this division is to select the young woman who rates highest in the following areas:

1.) Overall Attractiveness – This is not necessarily limited to physical beauty but describes the overall presentation.

2.) Grooming – To include neatness and cleanliness in every detail, such as complexion, hands, fingernails, hair, hat, boots, and other wearing apparel.  Meticulous care in general grooming is essential for a young lady to be considered as Miss Rodeo Tennessee.

3.) Photogenic Quality – Photographs used for the photogenic competition will be taken by the official pageant photographer immediately following each contestants personality interview.  A minimum of three photos of each contestant will be made available to a panel of judges for scoring.  A young lady’s strength of character and personality are reflected strongly in a wholesome appearance through photography.

4.) Poise and Posture – Lady-like behavior in every situation.

5.) Knowledge of Proper Western Attire – Contestants should be aware of fashionable western dress, with particular attention given to color coordination (contestants should know how the use of various color combinations can enhance appearance and eye appeal).  Judges will be observing how a contestant’s clothes fit and suit her personality.  Contestants are expected to appear in “full western attire,” at all times, unless otherwise specified. I.e. western dress, western skirt and blouse or jacket combination, or WRANGLER pant product with western blouse and/or jacket.  All outfits should include western hat, boots, belt, and contestant banner.

6.) It is mandatory that each contestant wear a WRANGLER brand product whenever they are in pants.
7.) Dresses, skirts and blouses should reflect a western image.  Evening gowns/cocktail type dresses are not acceptable.  Garments must exhibit a western image.

8.) It is not necessary to invest in an excessive amount of expensive clothing.  Judges will be looking for versatility and imagination displayed by the contestants.
9.) Contestants should be knowledgeable on current trends in western wear manufacturing.

B.) PERSONALITY:  The purpose of this division is to select the young woman who rates highest in the following areas:

1.) Intelligence – Good common sense.

2.) Education – Conversational ability in rodeo and other areas, with special emphasis on grammar and enunciation.

3.) Attractiveness – Not necessarily to mean beauty in this sense, but rather should note whether the contestant radiates self-confidence without making an issue out of it.  She should also show maturity, high moral standards, sincerity and integrity.

4.) Personality Reflections – To include the contestants’ style of attire, overall appearance, magnetism and eye appeal.

5.) Genuine interest in other people, in the pageant and in rodeo, and a noticeable consideration for others.

6.) Self-Projection – The ability to project one’s personality, whether it is from horseback in an arena, on television, or before an audience.  Also, to be considered are sense of humor, showmanship, ambition, desire and enthusiasm.

7.) Happy outlook on life in general.

8.) Organization – The ability to come prepared and ready for any job or situation.  Promptness in keeping the pageant schedule.  The ability to follow directions.

9.) Sportsmanship – The ability to keep a positive attitude under any circumstance.

C.) HORSEMANSHIP:  The purpose of this division is to select the young woman who rates highest in the following areas:

1.) Horsemanship – To include control of mount and the way any situation, which may occur, is handled.

2.) Balance – Ability to sit a saddle.

3.) Position of hands, seat and feet.  Mounting and dismounting.

4.) The understanding and skill of the contestant will be judged and not the horse or the equipment.

5.) There will be two go-rounds of horsemanship competition.  Patterns to be used will be distributed to contestants well enough in advance to facilitate learning the patterns.  At the discretion of the judges, patterns may be altered due to arena conditions.  Contestants may also be required to dismount and remount and/or perform any additional maneuvers on horseback.  Contestants will be required to do a presentation following the completion of one of their patterns.  Any changes and/or alterations to the horsemanship patterns will be announced to the contestants before the horsemanship competition begins.  The patterns will be demonstrated by the reigning Miss Rodeo Tennessee.

6.) Flag Presentation – Contestants will be required to carry a flag (to be provided by the MRT Pageant) on horseback at a walk, trot or canter around the rail.  Contestants will be judged on their horsemanship and showmanship.  

7.) Attire – Contestants will be required to wear a WRANGLER brand pant product; formfitting blouse or shirt with long sleeves, any color, with shirttail tucked in.  No vests, no jackets.  Any color accessories (hat. boots, belt) may be used.  Gloves are optional, chaps and spurs are not allowed.  All riding attire should be neat and fit properly.  Showmanship should be considered, since a contestants’ personality does project from horseback to the audience and judges.

8.) Major Infractions – Including: losing hat, losing stirrups, missing a lead, not executing the pattern correctly, or falling off.  A contestant can receive a zero score from any or all judges for any one of these listed infractions.

Miss Rodeo Tennessee Pageant, Inc.

Formal Complaint/Grievance Process

Any complaint that is filed in regard to the Miss Rodeo Tennessee pageant operations or issues must adhere to the following:

1. All complaints must be submitted in writing.

2. Complaints must include the name, address and daytime phone number of the person filing the complaint.

3. The complaint should include as much detail about the subject as possible in order for appropriate action to be taken.

4. Complaints may be submitted to any of the following:

Bill Fitzgerald



Kelly Azevedo

MRTN National Director

MRTN Pageant Director

304 Harpeth Hills Drive

5576 Big East Fork Road

Franklin, TN  37064


Franklin, TN  37064

5. Complaints must be signed and dated.

6. If a response to the complaint is desired, the letter must indicate so.

7. Any complaints that do not follow the above process will be classified as invalid.

MRTN Office follow-up procedure:
1. The MRT Pageant Committee will review all complaints.  A Pageant committee member will be assigned to research and gather information about the situation.  All parties involved will be notified about the complaint and given the opportunity to provide a response.

2. A timeframe will be established for the issue to be addressed.

3. Findings will be reported back to the Pageant Committee.

4. The Pageant Committee will vote and determine necessary action to be taken.

5. A Pageant Committee representative will report back to all parties involved.

Past Miss Rodeo Tennessees

1967 – Elaine Popejoy



1989 – Kelley Hampton

1968 – Sandra Brown




1990 – Gina Vickery

1969 – No Queen




1991 – Kathy Wolaver

1970 – No Queen




1992 – Elisabeth Ahlstedt

1971 – No Queen




1993 – Tori George*

1972 – No Queen




1994 – Wednesday Wilcoxson

1973 – No Queen




1995 – Tonya Bowman

1974 – Jean Jordan




1996 – Jennifer West

1975 – Terri Tucker




1997 – Nacona Allen

1976 – Vickie Kinser




1998 – Courtnie Stevenson*

1977 – Julie Day




1999 – Kati Langston**

1978 – Barbara Sottau




2000 – Virginia Lally

1979 – No Queen




2001 – Courtney Terry*

1980 – Lee Gragg




2002 – Taiga Davis

1981 – Elizabeth Ross




2003 – No Queen

1982 – Susan Weeden




2004 – Rachel Wiseman

1983 – Lynne Banks




2005 – No Queen

1984 – Sue Lynn Perry



2006 – Holly Scott*

1985 – Lisa Mauth




2007 – Ashley Beddingfield*

1986 – Toni Beckelman



2008 – No Queen

1987 – Tammy Dothard



2009 – Amber Dell***



1988 – Kim Barron

*Tori George, Kati Langston, Courtney Terry and Holly Scott were all awarded the Eastern Regional Award at the Miss Rodeo America Pageant.

*Courtnie Stevenson was awarded Third Place in the State Table Display Awards at the Miss Rodeo America Pageant.

*Ashley Beddingfield was awarded the Written Test Award at the Miss Rodeo America Pageant.

**Kati Langston placed in the Top Ten at the Miss Rodeo America Pageant.

***Amber Dell placed Fourth (4th) Runner Up at the Miss Rodeo America Pageant and was awarded Third Place in the Scrapbook Awards.

Miss Rodeo Tennessee Pageant

Category & Scoring Breakdown

2010

All pageant scoring tabulations will be performed by a licensed Certified Public Accountant.  The accountant will be chosen by April 2010.
The numbers in each column represent the total amount of points possible in that category.
Judged Events        Appearance      Personality      Horsemanship      Other*      Total

Interview #1

50

60

   0

     50
         160

Interview #2

50

60

   0

     50            160

Impromptu #1
25

30

   0

     25
          80

Impromptu #2
25

30

   0

     25
          80

Written Test

 0

 0

   0

     20
          20

Photogenics

10

10 

   0

     30
          50

Horsemanship #1
30

25

 150

      0
         205

Horsemanship #2
30

25

 150

      0
         205

Public Speaking
15

15

   0

     40
          70

Media Interview
15

15

   0 

     40
          70

Modeling**

50

30

   0

     20
         100 

Sub Totals
           300
           300

 300

    300
       1200

Final Question***







           50

Grand Total








       1250 

*”Other” represents ‘Knowledge & Presentation’

**”Modeling” will be judged at the Fashion Show Production.

***Finial Question will be administered at the very end of the pageant competition.  This will be the last event judged.  Each contestant will be scored from 0 to 50 points with the total to be added to the total scores from each judged event.

     In the event of a tie for category winners (i.e. Appearance, Personality, etc.), Judge #1’s score will be used to break the tie.  If a tie still remains, Judge #2’s score will be used…and so on until the tie is broken.  A second balloting of the contestants will break ties for Miss Congeniality.  A tie for Miss Rodeo Tennessee and alternates will be broken by the Horsemanship scores (i.e. the contestant with the highest Horsemanship score will receive the higher ranking).
Important Contacts

Bill Fitzgerald

MRTN National Director

304 Harpeth Hills Drive

Franklin, TN  37064

Kelly Azevedo

MRTN Pageant Director

5576 Big East Fork Road

Franklin, TN  37064
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